
 

 
Important dates and updates for U3A members 
 
Here are some important dates for U3A Ipswich & West Moreton to enter into your new 2023 
diaries. 
 
Open Day is on Tuesday, January 17 in the Fellowship Hall at our Booval campus at the Glebe 
Road Uniting Church. We encourage all tutors to attend as this day is one of our most effective 
public campaigns for new membership. 
 
New members will be able to register online at Open Day and then on-line from anywhere after 
Open Day. Once new members have registered, they will also be able to register for the courses 
they would like to attend. 
 
Current members will be able to renew membership from January 1 and will be able to register 
for classes from then as long as they have renewed. Current members must keep in mind that if they 
have not registered for the classes they wish to attend by January 17, and new members register for 
those classes, they face the risk that the classes will be filled, locking you out. So please renew and 
register as soon as you can from January 1. 
 
Word-of-mouth is the most effective marketing of U3A so if all members mention Open Day to 
friends we could reach our target of new members quite easily. We will be providing Tutors with 
Open Day flyers and would be grateful if members could distribute those to friends, family and 
members of other associations or organisations which they attend. 
 
Small increase in membership fees 
 
Over the past few years our costs have been increasing (rentals, utilities, resources) but our income 
has been declining as a result of membership decline. There are only two ways to address the 
situation – increase revenue or decrease expenditure. 
 
Your Management Committee has, for the past three years, kept a very tight rein on expenditure – if 
we keep cutting we cut into muscle, not fat. Our projections for the next financial year now force us 
to take steps to balance the books. 
 
This is a situation many, if not most, U3As in Australia are facing. Indeed, Brisbane U3A not long 
ago sent out a distress call for members to make donations to enable Brisbane to retain rented 
premises in the city. Members responded and a crisis was averted. 
 



 
Your Management Committee has now decided that, after the membership fee being held steady at 
$70 a year for the past four or five years, we now need to increase the membership fee by $10 to 
$80 a year. Half year membership, starting from July 1, will be $40. 
 
Given that there are no other costs (such as class attendance fees which many U3As impose in 
addition to an annual membership fee) we believe we continue to offer exceptional value. 
 
New copier for Woodend 
 
Thanks to a successful grant application submitted by the Management Committee a new copier, a 
Kyocera Taskalfa, similar to that in U3A House, has been purchased and will soon be installed at 
Woodend under the watchful guidance of committee member Mark Fort who has negotiated the 
purchase. We were fortunate to obtain a special price under the Federal Government's agreement 
with suppliers to discount prices for Not-For-Profits and registered charities, which we are. 
Mark will also be working with Erik Boel and Geoff Mayhew to dispose of the two obsolete 
printers at our Woodend campus. 
 
The Management Committee is now working on a grant application to fund the purchase of various 
promotional items which we believe will improve our membership drive. 
 
Another successful U3A art exhibition 
 
A note from Wayne McDonnell, U3A Ipswich Photography Tutor and 2022 exhibition organiser: 
“The U3A Creative Classes Art Exhibition has now closed. It has been a great success with 30 
participants across the three areas of drawing, painting and photography. There were 82 works of art 
hanging in the gallery of which 13 were sold. An excellent result. Congratulations to U3A members 
who provided their work for display – you outdid yourselves. And to those of you whose work sold 
you more than outdid yourselves. 
 
Over the 12 days the exhibition was open over 300 people visited the gallery to view the works on 
display. Whilst a lot of them were U3A members many weren’t and they were provided with 
information on what U3A Ipswich & West Moreton has to offer. 
 
I look forward to seeing many more members from our various creative classes exhibiting their art 
work in 2023 when we again hold this annual art exhibition.” 
 
Our liaison with U3A Network 
 
U3A Network has recently established a ‘liaison’ structure to ensure each U3A in Queensland which 
is a member of the Network, is able to take full advantage of the benefits and resources the Network 
offers. 
 
We are fortunate that our liaison person is Rhonda Weston AM, president of the Network and of 
U3A Toowoomba. Rhonda is also on the committee of U3A Alliance Australia and is an 
International Governing Board member of the Association of International Universities of the Third 
Age. She is also past chair of the U3A Asia Pacific Alliance. 
 
Rhonda recently travelled from Toowoomba to meet with the U3A Ipswich & West Moreton 
Management Committee to explore the various ways our U3A can benefit from, and contribute to, 
the Network. 
 



 
Visit our website (www.u3aipswich.org.au) for the link to the Network. 
 
Know of Arduino? No? Well, get ready 
 
We hope to be able to announce a range of new classes over the next few months but one which we 
can alert you to now is very new, very unusual and likely to be very popular. 
 
The class is ‘Introduction to Arduino’ and will be run by Tutor Keith Adams. 
 
Arduino can be used by tinkerers, hobbyists, anyone, to build electronic projects that interact with 
the real world.  For example – control the water system in your greenhouse, make a hydroponic 
setup with pumps, lighting, and fans, make a digital dog, an alarm system, an electronic musical 
instrument controlled without physical contact, a weather station or a robot you control over the 
internet. We give instructions to an electronic board (a microprocessor) and connect sensors, LEDs, 
motors, to create interactive projects. Arduino designs are not patented, so the boards, modules, 
sensors are widely available, allowing people around the world to easily access advanced 
technologies.  For example, a Lidar module (GY-530) costs only $5. 
 
The products are interesting, reliable and powerful. 
 
Arduino’s mission is to enable anyone to enhance their lives through accessible electronics and 
digital technologies, by simplifying the barrier between electronics, design, and programming. 
A worldwide community of students, hobbyists, artists, programmers, and professionals, has 
gathered around this open-source platform, their contributions adding up to an incredible amount of 
accessible knowledge. The goal is to democratise advanced technologies and create a new set of 
opportunities for creative people. 
 
You can attend this course without the need to own or purchase any boards or modules.  
If you want to build a project, an optional kit has been assembled for members to purchase. 
Ebay and stores like Jaycar Electronics sell Arduino-compatible products. 
 
Keith Adams will explain all at the first class meeting next year. 
 
AGM and nominations 
 
Our AGM will be in March 2023. All positions will be declared vacant. Three key positions which 
will be declared vacant are president, secretary and tutor co-ordinator. 
 
Failure to fill the tutor co-coordinator position will make it very difficult for the Management 
Committee to continue to operate. Failure to fill the president position will be a serious blow. 
Failure to fill the secretary position will mean we may need to seek outside support as the 
committee will not be able to continue to operate within the framework of the Act. 
 
We must have nominations for these positions so please start giving serious attention to how you 
can help steer U3A Ipswich & West Moreton into the future. Call me directly (0414969648) if you 
want to talk it over or to suggest a likely candidate. 
 
November 24, 2022          Ian Muil 

President 


